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Children Learning English as an Additional Language Policy 2020.2021 

Intent 

Integration into the school’s community, events, and social and learning is integral to the mental health 

and wellbeing of every learner. Being comfortable with individual identity, but also having the tools to 

communicate thoughts, feelings and to join in with discussions and team building are two key areas that 

we wish to develop positively. 

For children who enrol to the primary phase after Year 1 with little to no awareness of English literacy or 

oracy, we intend to provide the support, space and resources to develop the confidence to 

communicate in English with their peers and teachers with increasing confidence, while also celebrating 

their individual linguistic and cultural backgrounds. 

Implementation 

Initially, the aim is to: 

• Assess the language experiences that a learner has, both socially and academically 

• Previous experience of schooling and curriculum content 

• Use established and reliable EAL assessments to ascertain English literacy knowledge and 

confidence, from ‘New’, to ‘Fluent’ 

Children identified as EAL will be placed into one of five levels of competency, in line with the DfE’s 

Proficiency Scale as applied by Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 

https://socialsolihull.org.uk/schools/sab/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/EAL-Learner-Overview-Docx-

with-DFE-Descriptors.pdf: 

A - New to English 

B – Early Acquisition 

C – Developing Competence 

D – Competent 

E - Fluent 

Initial assessment will be completed using one of three tracking documents produced by Babcock: 

• During the first half term of Year 1: EYFS Proficiency Assessment 

• For learners who enrol between Autumn 2 of Year 1 and Autumn 1 of Year 3: KS1 Proficiency 

Assessment 

• For learners who enrol between Autumn 2 of Year 3 and Summer 2 of Year 6: KS2 Proficiency 

Assessment 

The information from the tracking will be used to support and monitor progress throughout the child’s 

journey at Al-Islamia. Activities, tasks and experiences will be planned by the EAL lead to support 

progress through the objectives at the various levels of literacy confidence and understanding.  

Information from the ‘Classroom Support Strategies’ published by The Bell Foundation will enable the 

EAL lead to create intervention programmes that are relevant and supportive.  
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Resources: 

To enable English fluency that is supportive and constructive, teachers will ensure that scaffolds and 

visual aids are fixed aspects of their teaching resources. Our Writing approach - The Write Stuff – 

advocates for teachers to support vocabulary development by creating word lists relating to the 

sentence composition content. The word collection activity provides language for children through 

shared experience, and the scaffold provides a stem for sentence composition. 

In addition, a QFT approach in every classroom ensures that children are supported with qualitative 

support. Additional support, such as visual resources and interventions will be provided based  on 

fluency and need, using tested programmes such as Phonics intervention; Twinkl’s EAL Intervention 

Scheme; EAL Hub’s high-quality resources and support from EAL Networks. Alongside individual support 

and resources, classrooms will be welcoming and inclusive through the provision of visual-based 

vocabulary posters, bilingual dictionaries, stem sentences, learning support, etc. 

Impact 

During one-to-one and day-to-day learning and play, the learner will be observed against the proficiency 

guidance published by The Bell Foundation. Objectives achieved will be ticked off and dated regularly. 

Every half term, the Babcock assessment will be revisited with the EAL lead and matched to the 

document completed by the class teachers and support staff.  

The information from the combined data, along with an evaluation by the learner’s teacher, of the 

learner’s participation in their wider school life,  will be used to determine future support.  

The aim is that consistent and individualised support enables children to develop oracy and literacy skills 

exponentially, with a guideline of 1 to 2 years for learners to reach a level of confidence with 

communicating independently with the English language. When children reach Fluency Level C, they can 

be moved away from one-to-one sessions but will continue with individualised support within the 

classroom for as long as necessary. 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed annually and edited to reflect the school’s action plan and National 

Curriculum statutory guidance. 

Review Date: September 2021 


