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May Newsletter 2022 

Assalamu Alaykum,  

As always, the past few weeks have been chockfull of activities and events for our 
children. While we close this half term with a celebration of the variety of cultures 

that are represented across our country – Turkey, Morocco and Italy to name a few – 
we also applaud the hard work and determination that was evident during our Year 

6’s SATs week.  

We look forward to another busy half term – the very last for 9 of our students – but 
use this time to reflect on what has been.  

Warmer Weather 

As we enjoy warmer weather with spring showers, we would like to remind 
parents/guardians that children will need to attend school in appropriate clothing 
and preparation. This could include a waterproof, lightweight raincoat and lighter 

clothing. Children must continue to wear safe and sensible shoes – no sandals – and 
the colours of the school uniform unless otherwise advised.  

Please also ensure that children attend school with a fresh supply of water each 
morning. We recommend the use of bottles that can be reused and/or recycled to 

lower our carbon footprint.  

                                                   
Attendance and Punctuality 

Average attendance – discounting 
authorised attendance – is up to 99%, 

with Year 3 averaging 100% attendance 
thus far! This is an impressive statistic, 

and we thank parents for their 
diligence. While attendance is high, 

punctuality is dropping. Late arrivals is 
preventing children from participating 

fully in vital learning, including the daily 
reflection sessions focusing on Hadith 

and Sunnah. Please ensure that children 
arrive on time; consistent lateness 

equates to hours of missed learning that 
cannot be replaced with any amount of 

intervention. 

Home time collection 

Collecting children after 2.40pm poses a 
significant safeguarding and health and 
safety issue as staff members are not on 
site to continue to provide supervisory 

duties. The school has therefore instated 
the payment policy for late pick-ups, and 

will be considering a consultation to 
implement further measures if necessary. 
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Ofsted 

The school was graded ‘Good’ in the most 
recent Ofsted report, published on the 

Ofsted website on Monday 9th May 2022. 
The report was shared with parents via 

email before this date, and is also 
available on the school website. 

We encourage parents to read the report 
and to share its findings with friends and 

family. We would like to thank our 
school community – parents, students 

and staff – for their continued and 
unwavering support, and pray that this 
collaborative relationship continues as 

we move forward. 

 
Rockerbox 

 
We joined an online positive news portal 
recently, called Rockerbox, and selected 

children have been signed up. A workshop 
was held for parents in April, and 

students received a small-group support 
session to demonstrate how to log in and 

access the learning activities. 
 

If your child is signed up to Rockerbox, 
we urge you to ensure that they engage 

with the app/website regularly. Activities 
are set on the platform for children to 

complete. 
If you need support accessing the site, 

please contact the School Office/Rasheda 
Apa. 

                                                                  
 

New Books 
 

Children raised over £80.00 via their 
sponsored Readathon at the beginning of 

March (See Spring 1 newsletter). This 
money was sent to the school as a 

Scholastics voucher. We had also earned 
some money via the Book Clubs that are 
run in Autumn. With this money, and 
additional funds provided by the trust, 
we purchased collections of fiction and 

non-fiction books that children are 
already enjoying (the Murder Most 

Unladylike series is very popular in Year 
5 at the moment!).  

 
We would like to thank all contributors 
for their kind donations, and hope to 

continue providing high-quality 
literature for our children to enjoy.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
Summer Reading Challenge 

Raising the profile of reading is a key aim 
at Al-Islamia. The broader children’s 

reading appetites, the more capable they 
will be to understand and make sense of 

the world around them.  

We have organised a Summer Reading 
Challenge for all our children, which 

encourages them to read different genres 
and books by specific authors. Genre and 

author lists are available in the front cover 
of children’s reading records. A point will 
be awarded for every new genre and/or 

author they engage with.  

The challenge will end on Monday 6th June 
2022. Instructions were emailed to parents. 
Children must note their reading in their 
Reading Records, also including which 

category the literature falls within. This 
will be verified by class teachers before a 
point is awarded. Points for individual 
pupils and the entire stream are being 

counted by Rasheda Apa. The most avid 
reader, and the stream with the highest 

number of points will be recognised in the 
school assembly and within the final 

newsletter of the year. 



 
Parents’ Day  

 
Parents were encouraged to schedule 

appointments with their children’s class 
teachers during the final week of the half 
term. The meetings focused on progress 

and targets, and were an opportunity for 
parents and teachers to discuss children 

during a dedicated space.  
 

Once again, meetings were held virtually. 
Turnout was respectable, although there 
were some no-shows. We did have some 

technical difficulties, which were 
resolved, but we would like to apologise 

for these nonetheless.  
 

Unfortunately, meetings with parents of 
Year 4 students were cancelled due to 
staff illness. These meetings will be 
rescheduled after the half-term and 

parents will be contacted in due course. 

 

                                                                        
Values – Healthy Living 

At Al-Islamia, children have the 
opportunity to ‘live’ the school values via 

structured and planned activities on a 
Friday afternoon. On one such Friday, 

Year 6 explored balanced diets, 
consolidating their learning with a walk 

to the Leicester Markey where they 
purchased some fresh fruit and vegetable. 

Although originally intended for a fruit 
salad, the fruit was enjoyed as part of the 

snacks’ buffet the school provided the 
very next week during SATs! 

 

                                                            

                                                                        

Sports’ Slam 

Amira Apa signed the children up to a 
sports’ competition run by Sports’ Direct, 
which involves developing a new game 
and presenting this to judges. Sports’ 
Direct has also offered every child a 

discount voucher, which has been given 
to every child to use at Sports’ Direct.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                               
. Year 6 SATs week 

Year 6 completed SATs examinations this 
half term, the first cohort to do so since 
the pandemic in March 2020. We are 
proud of their determination and their 

resilience, and pray that the results 
reflect their hard work and efforts. 

The assessment timetable ran from 
Monday to Thursday, so a trip around the 

city centre and to Abbey Park was 
organised for Friday. The children 
enjoyed a meal at Chilli Flames on 

Belgrave Road; a game of cricket in Abbey 
Park and had the opportunity to travel by 
bus over the course of the day. The day, 
and week, ended with their third Arabic 

calligraphy session with 
@createdbyShazia. 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                  
Eid Party 

One of the highlights of the school year is the Eid Party. Children arrived at school 
on Wednesday 4th May and were greeted by Eid décor and party games and activities 
organised by their teachers. A bouncy castle was hired for the children to enjoy, and 

the school – with contributions from some parents – provided chicken strips and chips 
for every child.   

We would like to thank eidparty.co.uk for generously providing Eid décor packs once 
again this year.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cultural Diversity Day 

 

During the final week of the half term, children explored and learned about 
different cultures around the world. A country was assigned to each class, and 

children engaged with activities that included food tasting; language practice and 
flag designing using CAD. The children (and teachers) wore a colour of their 

country's flag, and thoroughly enjoyed learning and sharing their knowledge of the 
different people and places they explored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Jubilee and Commonwealth Day: 
 

 
 

As the Queen reaches the end of the 70th year of her monarchy, we learned about 
significant events from her life and within the commonwealth over the span of her 
lifetime. Every class explored a different 15-year timeline; tasted quintessentially 

British tea foods (and purported to be amongst the Queen’s favourites!) and took part 
in a crown-making competition. 

 
The day was busy and engaging, and children shared highlights of what they had 

learned with the rest of the school in the final assembly of the half term. 

 

School Holidays 

End of half-term holiday: Monday 30th 
May 2022 to Friday 3rd June 2022. 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

• Phonics Screening Check (KS1)  
• Fun Day  
• School Trip – Twin Lakes  
• Transition Morning  
• Sports’ Day  
• Jalsa  

 

 

 


