
Reading: KS1 Text Organisation 
Autumn 

WK  Wk2  Wk3  Wk4  Wk5  Wk6  Wk7  Wk8  Wk9  Wk10  Wk11  Wk12  Wk13  Wk14  Wk15  Wk16  Wk17  

THEME  (4 days)   
Fairtrade 

Week 
The Big 

Draw Black History Month  

Anti-

Bullying 

Week  
   

 Maths 

Week 

England 

UK 

Parliamen

t Week 

No Pens 

Wednesda

y   
Theme 

Day 

Year 1 

Titles 

Who's in the Loo? 

(Jeanne 

Willis/Adrian 

Reynolds) 

Oi Frog (Kes Grey and Jim Field) Black History Month 

Goodnig

ht, 

Gorilla 

(Peggy 

Rathman

n) 

Anti-

Bullying 

Lit. 

Goodnight

, Gorilla 

(Peggy 

Rathmann

) 

The Pencil (Allen 

Ahlberg) 
Monstersaurus! (Claire 

Freedman) 

Year 2 

Titles 
Phase 6 - WCR 

Reading 

Assessm
ent (2-3 

days)Mu

mmy's 

Khimar - 

J T-

Bigelow 

The 
Monster 

Crisp 

Guzzler - 

M 

Blackma

n 

Cavegirl 

- A 

Longstaf 

Hair 

Love - M 

Cherry 

What 
We 

Shouldn'

t Do At 

School - J 

Macman

us 

Fergul is 
Fuming - 

R 

StarlingI 

Wish I'd 

Been 

Born a 

Unicorn - 

R Lyon 

Not Quite 

Narwhal - 

J Sima 

Prince 

Cinders - 

B Cole 

Sir 

Scallywa
g and 

the 

Golden 

Underpa

nts - G 

Andreae  

Reading 

Assessmen

t 

Spring 

WK  Wk 1  Wk 2  Wk 3  Wk 4  Wk 5  Wk 6  Wk 7  Wk 8  Wk 9  Wk 10  Wk 11  Wk 12  

THEME          

Safer Internet 

Day  
   

 Children's 

Mental 

Health Week 

Al-Aqsa 

Week 
Ramadhan 

Theme Day 
World Book 

Day 

British 

Science 

Week 

Down 

Syndrome 

Day 
(4 days)   

Year 1 Titles Supertato (Paul Linnet and 

Sue Hendra) 
Supermarket Zoo (Caryl 

Hart) Pardon? Said the Giraffe (Colin West) WBD Toby and the Great Fire of 

London (Margaret Nash) 
The Snail and the Whale 

(Julia Donaldson) 

Year 2 Titles Jampires  
The 

Clockwork 

Dragon 

The 

Smartest 

Giant in 

Town 

The Light in 

the Night 
Superdad's 

Day Off 
Reading 

Assessment 

The 

Dinosaur's 

Packed Lunch 
WBD The 

Conquerors This is Me 
The 

Frankenstein 

Teacher 

Reading 

Assessment 



SUMMER 

WK  Wk 1  Wk 2  Wk 3  Wk 4  Wk 6    Wk 7  Wk 8  Wk 9  Wk 10  

THEME    

(4 days)  
   

 Deaf 

Awareness 

Week 

 
Cultural 

Diversity Day 

Half-Term  
   

 Fun Day 

(3 days)  
   

 Hajj Theme Day 
(4 days)   Sports' Day 

Year 1 Titles  What the Ladybird Heard (Julia 

Donaldson) 

The Great 

Paper Caper 

(Oliver 

Jeffers) 

Cultural 

Diversity Day 

The Great 

Paper Caper 

(Oliver 

Jeffers) 

Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero (Anne 

Cottringer) Meerkat Mail (E Gravett)  

Year 2 Titles 
The Swoose The Invisible 

Dog 
The Unusual 

Day 
The Queen's 

Nose Grandma Bird Reading 
Assessment 

Traditional 

Tales from 
Around the 

World 

Aziza's Secret 
Fairy Door 

Reading 
Assessment   

 

Reading: KS2 Text Organisation 
Year Autumn 

WK Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 Wk5 Wk6 Wk7 Wk8 Wk9 Wk10 Wk11 Wk12 Wk13 Wk14 Wk15 Wk16 Wk17 

THEME (4 days)   
Fairtrade 

Week 
The Big 

Draw 
Black History Month  

Anti-Bullying 
Week 

  
Maths Week 

Englan 

UK 
Parliament 

Week 

No Pens 
Wednesday   

Theme 
Day 

FORMAT Fiction N-Fiction 
Picture 
Books 

Poetry Fiction N-Fiction 
Picture 
Books 

Poetry Fiction N-Fiction 
Picture 
Books 

Poetry Fiction N-Fiction 
Picture 
Books 

Poetry 

Y3 Anne Fine The 
natural 
world 

Belonging Performanc
e Poetry 

Scene- 
setting/ 

Descriptive 
language 

Windrush Caribbean Interview 
with 

Joseph 
Coelho 

Colourism History 
Timeline 

Fantasy Individual 
liberty 

Ancient 
Beasts 

The UK Anthony 
Browne 

An 
Interview 

with Allan 
Ahlberg 

The 
Gingerbre

ad Star 

Amazing 
Islands - S 
Weiss and 

K 
Hyndman 

The 
Journey - F 

Sanna 
  

The 

2 poems 
from 

Poems to 
Perform - 

Julia 

Charlotte'
s Web - E 
B White -  

 
(descriptio

Coming to 
England - J 

Avellino 

Gregory 
Cool - C 

Binch 

If All the 
World 
Were 

Paper 

Sulwe - 
Lupita 

Nyong'o 

Story 
Worlds: A 
Moment in 

Time: A 
Perpetual 

Ocean 
Meets Sky 

- E Fan 
and T Fan 

  

Isn't My 
Name 

Magical - 
James 
Berry 

Beasts of 
the 

Ancient 
World - M 
Ward and 

The Big 
Book of 

the UK - I R 
Williams 

The Tunnel 
  

Gorilla 

Please, 
Mrs Butler 

- Allan 
Ahlberg 



Invisible - 
T Percival 

Donaldso
n 

n of her 
web and 
the barn) 

Picture 
Atlas - T 

Hegbrook 

The Three 
Billy Goats 
Gruff - M 
Barnett 

and J 
Klassen 

A Orlando 

Y4 Anne Fine Animals Enviromen
t 

Performan
ce Poetry 

Scene- 
setting/ 

Descriptive 
language 

Black 
Heroes 

Food and 
Family 

Interview 
with 

Joseph 
Coelho 

Female 
and Black 

Ancient 
Egypt 

Fantasy Citizenshi
p 

Portal/ 
Fantasy 

India Oliver 
Jeffers 

An 
Interview 

with Judith 
Nicholls 

The Diary 
of a Killer 

Cat 

Emperor 
of the Ice - 
N Davies 

The 
Emerald 

Forest - C 
Ward 

  
Rainforest 
Warrior - A 

Ganeri 

2 poems 
from 

Poems to 
Perform - 

Julia 
Donaldso

n 

When the 
Mountains 

Roared - 
Jess 

Butterworth 
  

(landscape 
description

) 

Young, 
Gifted and 

Black - J 
Wilson 

Soul Food 
Sunday - 

W 
Bingham 

Miss 
Flotsam 

Dream 
Team: Jaz 
Santes Vs 
The World 
- Priscilla 

Mante 

Mummies 
Unwrappe

d - T 
Froese 

Leon and 
the Place 
Between - 

A 
McAllister 

and G 
Baker-
Smith 

Flag by 
John Agard 

The Land 
of Roar - J 
McLachla

n and B 
Mantle 

India, 
Incredible 

India - J 
Bilan 

The 
Incredible 

Book-
Eating 
Book 

  
The Great 

Paper 
Caper 

Picnic 

Y5 Frank 
Cottrell 
Boyce 

Animals Humanity Performan
ce Poetry 

Opening 
scene 

Black 
Women 

Identity An 
Interview 

with 
Valerie 
Bloom 

Black 
protagonis

t 

Ancient 
Civilisatio

ns 

Fantasy democracy/ 
stereotyping 

Fantastical 
Creatures 

Geography The Fan 
Brothers 

An 
Interview 

with Laura 
Mucha 

Cosmic Curious 
about 

Crocodile
s - O 

Davey 

The Island 
- A Greder 

  
I am the 

Subway - K 
Hyo-eun 

2 poems 
from 

Poems 
Aloud 
Hope 

Education 

The 
Stormkee

per's 
Islanc  - C 

Doyle 

Hidden 
Figures - M 

L 
Shetterley 

and C S 
King 

I am 
Nefertiti - 
A Anang 

and N 
Quek 

Granny Is The Good 
Turn - 

Sharna 
Jackson 

Ancient 
World 

Magnified 
- D Long 

The Viewer 
- G Crew 

and S Tan 

In-a 
Brixtan 

Market - 
James 
Berry 

Impossible 
Creatures - K 

Rundell 

Majestic 
Mountains 

- M 
Cassany 

and M 
Navarro 

The 
Barnabus 

Project 
  

Ocean 
Meets Sky 

We 
Remembe

r 

Y6 Katherine 
Rundell 

Animals Empathy Performan
ce Poetry 

Island 
Descriptio

n 

Black, 
British 
History 

Immigratio
n 

An 
Interview 

with 
Valerie 
Bloom 

Nigeria Historical 
Artefacts 

Fantasy in 
Real Life 

British 
History 

Fantasy 
Adventure 

Explorers Helen 
Ward 

An 
Interview 
with Wes 

Magee 

The Good Animal Can You 2 poems The Island Brilliant, Wisp - Z Two Jummy at Historium- The Checking The Last Survivors - Varmints Until Gran 



Thieves Sidekicks - 
M Murphy 

See Me? - 
L Scott 
and R 

Westcott 
  

The 
Proudest 

Blue - I 
Muhamma

d 

from 
Poems 
Aloud 
Hope 

Education 

at the End 
of 

Everything 
- K 

Millwood-
Hargrave 

Black 
British 

History - 
Atinuke 

Fraillon Seasons the River 
School - S 
Adeyinka 

T 
Robinson 

Dragon 
Machine - 

H Ward 
and W 

Anderson 

Out Me 
History - 

John Agard 

Spellbreat
her - J Pike 

D Long 
and K 

Hyndman 

  
The Tin 
Forest 

Died 

 
Year Spring 

WK Wk 1 Wk 2 Wk 3 Wk 4 Wk 5 Wk 6 Wk 7 Wk 8 Wk 9 Wk 10 Wk 11 Wk 12 

THEME     

Safer Internet 
Day 

  
Children's 

Mental 
Health Week 

Al-Aqsa 
Week 

Ramadhan 
Theme Day 

World Book 
Day 

British 
Science 

Week 

Down 
Syndrome Day (4 days)  

FORMAT Fiction N-Fiction 
Picture 
Books 

Poetry Fiction N-Fiction 
Picture 
Books 

Poetry Fiction N-Fiction 
Picture 
Books 

Poetry 

Y3 Children's 
Classics 

Significant 
Personalities 

Wordless 
Picture Books 

Classical 
poetry 

Resilience Al-Aqsa Ramadhan Performance 
Poetry 

Children's 
Classics 

Down 
Syndrome Day 

Mariajo 
Ilustrajo 

Animal 
Humour 

Winnie the 
Pooh - A A 

Milne 

The Crayon 
Man - N 
Biebow 

Flotsam - D 
Wiesner 

  
(Teacher 

notes via link) 

The Sound 
Collector - 

Roger 
McGough 

  
The Owl and 

the Pussycat - 
Edward Lear 

Lucy's Blue 
Day - C Duke 

Train to Al-
Aqsa - K Ali 

and W Booth 

Wake Up, It's 
the Ramadan 
Drummer - M 

Hakim 

Dad - Andrew 
Fusek-Peters 

Winnie the 
Pooh - A A 

Milne 

The Abilities in 
Me - G Keir 

Flooded Please Do Not 
Feed the 

Animals - 
Robert Hull 

  
A Special 

Badger - Matt 
Goodfellow 

Y4 Children's 
Classics 

Female 
Explorers 

Wordless 
Picture Books 

Classical 
poetry 

Empathy History Ramadhan Performance 
Poetry 

Oceans Down 
Syndrome 

Day 

Mariajo 
Ilustrajo 

Alligators 

Iron Man - T 
Hughes and C 

Fantastic 
Female 

Journey - A 
Becker 

If - Rudyard 
Kipling 

Call Me Lion - 
C Chester 

Homeland, 
My Father 

Laila's 
Lunchbox - R 

Pirate Pete - 
James Carter 

Ocean Squid 
Explorers' 

Hannah's 
Down 

I Hate Love 
Books 

Alligator Pie - 
Dennis Lee 



Mould Adventurers - 
L Dyu 

  
(teacher 

resource via 
link) 

  
Oh The Places 
You'll Go - Dr 

Suess 

Dreams of 
Palestine - H 
Moushabeck 

Faruqi Club - A Bell Syndrome 
Superpowers 

- L L 
Yarborough 

  
Alligator 

Problem - 
Michael 
Rosen 

Y5 Children's 
Classics 

Women 
Scientists 

Wordless 
Picture Books 

Classical 
poetry 

Dealng with 
discriminatio

n 

Culture and 
Tradition 

Islamic Art Performance 
Poetry 

Climate 
Change 

Accepting 
Everyone 

Shaun Tan Extinct 
Animals 

The Hobbit - 
JR Tolkien 

Fantastically 
Great Women 
Scientists and 
Their Stories - 
K Pankhurst 

Caged - D 
Annand 

Do Not Stand 
At My Grave 
and Weep - 

Mary 
Elizabeth Frye 

  
The Listeners 
- Walter de La 

Mere 

The Island at 
the End of 

Everything - K 
Millwood 
Hargrave 

We are 
Palestinian - R 

Kassiss 

Golden 
Domes and 

Silver 
Lanterns - H 

Khan 

Dad - Berlie 
Doherty 

Future Friend 
- D Baddiel 

The World 
Needs Who 

You Were 
Made to Be - J 

Gaines 

Cicada 
  

tales from 
outer 

suburbia 

Extinct - 
Mandy Coe 

  
Ten Dancing 
Dinosaurs - 
John Foster 

Y6 Children's 
Classics 

Muslim 
Heroes 

Wordless 
Picture Books 

Classical 
poetry 

Affecting 
Change 

Occupation Ramadhan and 
Eid 

Performance 
Poetry 

Evolution Neurodiversit
y 

Anthony 
Browne 

Animals in 
Stories 

Treasure 
Island - R L 
Stevenson 

Amazing 
Muslims Who 
Changed the 

World - B 
Islam 

Belonging - J 
Baker 

Tyger - 
William Blake 

  
Jabberwocky - 
Lewis Carroll 

A Change is 
Gonna Come 
- Sam Cooke 

They Called 
Me a Lioness - 
A Tamimi and 

D Takruri 
  

OR 
  

Tasting the 
Sky - I 

Barakah 

Night of 
Moon: A 
Muslim 

Holiday Sotry 
- H Khan 

Paradise - 
John Mole 

Darwin's 
Dragons - L 

Galvin 
  

(teaching 
notes 

available via 
link) 

A Wonderfully 
Wired Brain - 

L Gooding 

Hansel and 
Gretel 

Little Red 
Riding Hood 

and the Wolf - 
Roald Dahl 

 
YEAR Summer 

WK Wk 1 Wk 2 Wk 3 Wk 4 Wk 5 Wk 6 Wk 7 Wk 8 Wk 9 Wk 10 

THEME  (4 days)  Cultural Half-Term (3 days) (4 days)   Sports' Day 



  
Deaf Awareness 

Week 

Diversity Day   
Fun Day 

  
Hajj Theme Day 

FORMAT Fiction N-Fiction Picture Books Poetry  Fiction N-Fiction Picture Books Poetry Fiction 

Y3 Novels Deaf Awareness Culture Around the 
World 

 Adventure Science Ancient Greece Feelings and 
Emotions 

Historical 
Fiction 

Sam Wu is Not 
Afraid of 

Zombies - Katie 
and Kevin Tsang 

Listen - S 
Stocker and D 

Holzwarth 

Faruq and the 
Wiri Wiri - S 

Payne and S 
Prabhat 

Geography 
Lesson - Brian 

Patton 

 Agent Zaiba 
Investigates: The 

Smuggler's 
Secret - 

Annabelle Sami 

Frontiers of 
Space - D 

Walliman and B 
Newman 

The Boy Lost in 
the Maze - J 

Coelho 

Words That 
Make Me Smile - 

Laura Mucha 

The Ancient 
Egypt Sleepover 
- Stephen Davies 

Y4 Novel Autism Celebrating 
Differences 

Around the 
World 

 Adventure Eco-warrior Pompeii 
Volcano 

Feelings and 
Emotions 

Historical 
Fiction 

The Girl Who 
Stole an 

Elephant - N 
Farook 

A Different Sort 
of Normal - A 

Balfe 

The Wolf's 
Secret - M 

Dahman and N 
Digar 

Great Granny-
Mammie's 

Sunday Food - 
John Lyons 

 The Night We 
Got Stuck in a 
Story - B Miller 

Plastic Sucks! - 
D Poynter 

Escape from 
Pompeii - C Balit 

I Am Brave - 
Laura Mucha 

Mysteries at 
Sea: The Royal 

Jewel Plot - A M 
Howell 

Y5 Novels Deaf Awareness Dealing with 
Grief 

Around the 
World 

 Adventure Inventions Ancient Egypt Feelings and 
Emotions 

Victorian 
London 

Wonder - RJ 
Palacio 

Helen Keller - 
teacher- 

planned fact 
file/ info 

small things - M 
Tregonning 

Travel by Book - 
Laura Mucha 

 The House of 
Shells - E Traore 

How Was That 
Built - R Agrawal 

Marcy and the 
Riddle of the 
Sphinx - J T 

Stanton 

The Land of Blue 
- Laura Mucha 

Wild Boy - R L 
Jones 

Y6 Novels Deaf Awareness People and 
Places 

Around the 
World 

 Adventure Robots Stone Age Feelings and 
Emotions 

World War II 

Phoenix - S F 
Said 

Haben Girma - 
teacher- 

planned fact 
file/ info 

The Arrival - S 
Tan 

Quipu Chant - 
John Agard 

 Orphans of the 
Tide - S Murray 

Human 2.0: A 
Celebration of 

Human Bionics - 
P Kane and S 

Rodriguez 

Stone Age Boy - 
S Kitamura 

It Isn't Right to 
Fight - John 

Foster 

Cuckoo Summer - 
J Tulloch 

 

Whole-School Curriculum Progression Map 
 



 
R

e
a

d
in

g
 –

 
W

ord 
R

eadin
g

 

EYFS (30 - 50mths to 
ELGs) KS1 KS2 

30 – 50 months 

40 – 60 months 

Early Learning Goals 

 
Year 1 

 
Year 2 

 
Year 3 

 
Year 4 

 
Year 5 

 
Year 6 

P
h

o
n

ic
s

 D
e

c
o

d
in

g 

To enjoy rhyming and 

rhythmic activities. 

To show an awareness of 

rhyme and alliteration. 

To recognise rhythm in 

spoken words. 

To continue a rhyming 

string. 

To hear and say the initial 

sound in words. 

To segment the sounds in 

simple words and blend 

them together and know 

which letter represents 

some of them. 

To link sounds to letters, 

naming and sounding the 

letters of the alphabet. 

To use phonic knowledge 

to decode regular words 

and read them aloud 

accurately. 

To apply phonic 
knowledge and skills 

as the route to decode 

words. 

To blend sounds in 
unfamiliar words using 

the GPCs that they have 
been taught. 

To respond speedily, 
giving the correct sound 

to graphemes for all of 
the 40+ phonemes. 

To read words 

containing taught GPCs. 

To read words 
containing -s, -es, -ing, 
-ed and -est endings. 

To read words with 
contractions, e.g. I’m, I’ll 

and we’ll. 

To continue to apply 

phonic knowledge 

and skills as the 
route to decode 

words until 
automatic 

decoding has 

become embedded 

and reading is fluent. 

To read accurately 

by blending the 

sounds in words 

that contain the 

graphemes taught 

so far, 

especially 

recognising 

alternative sounds 

for graphemes. 

To accurately read 

most words of two 
or more syllables. 

To read most 

words containing 

common suffixes.* 

To use their phonic 
knowledge to decode 
quickly and accurately 

(may still need support 
to read longer unknown 

words). 

To apply their growing 
knowledge of root words 
and prefixes, including 
in-, im-, il-, ir-, dis-, mis-, 

un-, re-, sub-, inter-, super-, 

anti- and auto- to begin to 
read aloud.* 

To apply their growing 

knowledge of root words 
and suffixes/word 

endings, including -ation, 
-ly, -ous, -ture, -sure, -sion, 

-tion, -ssion and -cian, to 
begin to read aloud.* 

To read most words 

fluently and attempt to 

decode any unfamiliar 

words with increasing 

speed and skill. 

To apply their knowledge 

of root words, prefixes 

and suffixes/word 

endings to read aloud 

fluently.* 

To read most words 

fluently and attempt 

to decode any 

unfamiliar words with 

increasing speed and 

skill, recognising their 

meaning through 

contextual cues. 

To apply their growing 

knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes/ 

word endings, including 

-sion, -tion, -cial, -tial, 

-ant/-ance/-ancy, -ent/- 
ence/-ency, -able/-ably 

and -ible/ibly, to read 

aloud fluently.* 

To read fluently with full 
knowledge of all Y5/ 
Y6 exception words, 

root words, prefixes, 
suffixes/word endings* 

and to decode any 

unfamiliar words with 
increasing speed and 

skill, recognising their 
meaning through 

contextual cues. 



C
o

m
m

o
n

 E
x

c
e

p
tio

n
 W

o
rd

s 

To read some common 

irregular words. 

To read Y1 common 
exception words, 

noting unusual 
correspondences 

between spelling and 
sound and where these 

occur in words. 

To read most Y1 
and Y2 common 

exception words*, 
noting unusual 

correspondences 
between spelling and 

sound and where 
these occur in the 

word. 

To begin to read Y3/Y4 
exception words.* 

To read all Y3/Y4 

exception words*, 

discussing the unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling and 

these occur in the word. 

To read most Y5/ 

Y6 exception words, 

discussing the unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling and 

sound and where these 

occur in the word. 

 

 

F
lu

e
n

cy
 

To show interest in 
illustrations and print in 
books and print in the 

environment. 

To recognise familiar 

words and signs such as 

own name and advertising 

logos. 

To look and handle books 
independently (holds 

books the correct way up 
and turns pages). 

 

To ascribe meanings to 

marks that they see in 

different places. 

To begin to break the flow 

of speech into words. 

To begin to read words 
and simple sentences. 

 

To read and understand 

simple sentences. 

 

To accurately read texts 

that are consistent with 
their developing phonic 

knowledge, that do not 
require them to use other 

strategies to work out 

words. 

To reread texts to 
build up fluency and 

confidence in word 
reading. 

To read aloud 

books (closely 
matched to their 

improving phonic 
knowledge), sounding 

out unfamiliar 

words accurately, 
automatically 
and without 

undue hesitation. 

To reread these 
books to build 
up fluency and 

confidence in word 
reading. 

To read words 

accurately and 
fluently without 

overt sounding and 

blending, e.g. at over 
90 words per minute, 

in age-appropriate 
texts. 

At this stage, teaching comprehension skills should be taking precedence over teaching word reading and 
fluency specifically. Any focus on word reading should support the development of vocabulary.  



R
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EYFS (30 - 50mths to 
ELGs) KS1 KS2 

30 – 50 months 

40 – 60 months 

Early Learning Goals 

 
Year 1 

 
Year 2 

 
Year 3 

 
Year 4 

 
Year 5 

 
Year 6 

U
n

d
e

rsta
n

d
in

g
 a

n
d

 

C
o

rre
ctin

g
 In

a
ccu

ra
cie

s
 

To know that print carries 
meaning and, in English, 

is read from left to right 
and top to bottom. 

To understand humour, 
e.g. nonsense rhymes, 

jokes. 

To check that a text 
makes sense to them as 

they read and to self- 
correct. 

To show understan ding 
by drawing on what 

they already know or on 
background information 

and vocabulary provided 
by the teacher. 

To check that the text 

makes sense to them as 
they read and to correct 

inaccurate reading. 

    

C
o

m
p

a
rin

g
, C

o
n

tra
stin

g
 a

n
d

 C
o

m
m

e
n

tin
g

 

To listen to stories with 

increasing attention and 
recall. 

To anticipate key events 
and phrases in rhymes 

and stories. 

To begin to be aware 
of the way stories are 

structured. 

To describe main story 

settings, events and 
principal characters. 

To enjoy an increasing 

range of books. 

To follow a story 
without pictures or 

props. 

To listen to stories, 

To listen to and discuss 

a wide range of fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry at 

a level beyond that at 
which they can read 

independently. 

To link what they have 
read or have read to them 

to their own experiences. 

To retell familiar stories in 
increasing detail. 

To join in with discussion s 

about a text, taking turns 
and listening to what 

others say. 

To discuss the 

significance of titles and 
events. 

To participate in 

discussion about books, 
poems and other works 

that are read to them 
(at a level beyond at 

which they can read 
independently) and 

those that they can 
read for themselves, 

explaining their 

understanding and 
expressing their views. 

To become increasingly 

familiar with and to 
retell a wide range of 
stories, fairy stories 

and traditional tales. 

To discuss the 
sequence of events in 

books and how items of 

information are related. 

To recognise, listen 

to and discuss a wide 
range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or 

textbooks. 

To use appropriate 
terminology when 

discussing texts (plot, 
character, setting). 

To discuss and 

compare texts from a 
wide variety of genres 

and writers. 

To read for a range of 
purposes. 

To identify themes and 
conventions in a wide 

range of books. 

To refer to authorial 

style, overall themes 
(e.g. triumph of 

good over evil) and 
features (e.g. greeting 

in letters, a diary 

written in the first 
person or the use of 

presentational devices 
such as numbering and 

headings). 

To read a wide range 

of genres, identifying 
the characteristics of 

text types (such as the 
use of the first person 

in writing diaries and 
autobiographies) and 

differences between 
text types. 

To participate in 

discussions about 

books that are 
read to them and 

those they can 
read for 

themselves, building on 
their own and others’ 

ideas and challenging 
views courteously. 

To identify main ideas 

drawn from more than 
one paragraph and to 

To read for pleasure, 

discussing, comparing 
and evaluating in depth 
across a wide range of 

genres, including myths, 

legends, traditional 
stories, modern fiction, 

fiction from our literary 
heritage and books 

from other cultures and 

traditions. 

To recognise more 
complex themes in what 

they read (such as loss 
or heroism). 

To explain and discuss 

their understanding of 
what they have read, 

including through 
formal presentations 

and debates, 



 accurately anticipating 

key events and respond 
to what they hear with 

relevant comments, 
questions or actions. 

 
To demonstrate 

understanding when 

talking with others 
about what they have 

read. 

 To recognise simple 

recurring literary language 
in stories and poetry. 

To ask and answer 

questions about a text. 

To make links between 
the text they are reading 

and other texts they have 
read (in texts that they 
can read independen tly). 

 To identify how 

language, structure and 
presentation contribute 

to meaning. 

To identify main ideas 
drawn from more than 

one paragraph and 

summarise these. 

summarise these. 

To recommend texts to 
peers based on personal 

choice. 

maintaining a focus 

on the topic and using 
notes where necessary. 

To listen to guidance 

and feedback on 
the quality of their 
explanations and 

contributions to 
discussions and to 

make improvements 
when participating in 

discussions. 
 
 

To draw out key 
information and to 

summarise the main 
ideas in a text. 

 

To distinguish 

independently between 
statements of fact 

and opinion, 
providing reasoned 

justifications for 
their views. 

 

To compare 

characters, settings 
and themes within a 

text and across 
more than one text. W

o
rd
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A
u

th
o

ria
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o

ice
 

To build up vocabulary 
that reflects the breadth 

of their experiences. 

To extend vocabulary, 
especially by grouping 
and naming, exploring 

the meaning and sounds 
of new words. 

To use vocabulary and 

forms of speech that are 
increasingly influenced 

by their experiences of 
books. 

To discuss word meaning 
and link new meanings to 

those already known. 

To discuss and clarify 

the meanings of words, 

linking new meanings to 

known vocabulary. 

To discuss their 

favourite words and 

phrases. 

To check that the 
text makes sense to 
them, discussing their 

understanding and 
explaining the meaning 

of words in context. 

To discuss authors’ 
choice of words and 

phrases for effect. 

Discuss vocabulary 

used to capture 

readers’ interest 

and imagination. 

To discuss vocabulary 

used by the author to 

create effect including 

figurative language. 

To evaluate the use 

of authors’ language 

and explain how it has 

created an impact on 

the reader. 

To analyse and evaluate 

the use of language, 

including figurative 

language and how it is 

used for effect, using 

technical terminology 

such as metaphor, 

simile, analogy, imagery, 

style and effect. 



 In
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To suggest how a story 

might end. 

To begin to understand 

‘why’ and ‘how’ 

questions. 

To answer ‘how’ and 

‘why’ questions about 

their experiences and 

in response to stories 

or events. 

To begin to make 

simple inferences. 

To predict what might 

happen on the basis of 

what has been read so 

far. 

To make inferences 

on the basis of what is 

being said and done. 

To predict what might 

happen on the basis of 

what has been read so 

far in a text. 

To ask and answer 

questions appropriately, 

including some simple 

inference questions 

based on characters’ 

feelings, thoughts and 

motives. 

To justify predictions 

using evidence from the 

text. 

To draw inferences from 

characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives 

that justifies their 

actions, supporting their 

views with evidence 

from the text. 

To justify predictions 

from details stated and 

implied. 

To draw inferences from 

characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives. 

To make predictions 

based on details stated 

and implied, justifying 

them in detail with 

evidence from the text. 

To consider different 

accounts of the same 

event and to discuss 

viewpoints (both of 

authors and of fictional 

characters). 

To discuss how 

characters change and 

develop through texts 

by drawing inferences 

based on indirect 

clues. 

P
o

e
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n
d

 P
e
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To listen to and join in 

with stories and poems, 

one-to-one and also in 

small groups. 

To join in with repeated 

refrains in rhymes and 

stories. 

To use intonation, 

rhythm and phrasing to 

make the meaning clear 

to others. 

To develop preference 

for forms of expression. 

To play cooperatively 

as part of a group to 

develop and act out a 

narrative. 

To express themselves 

effectively, showing 

awareness of listeners’ 

needs. 

To recite simple poems 

by heart. 

To continue to build  

up a repertoire of 

poems learnt by heart, 

appreciating these 

and reciting some with 

appropriate intonation 

to make the meaning 

clear. 

To prepare and 

perform poems and 

play scripts that show 

some awareness of the 

audience when reading 

aloud. 

To begin to use 

appropriate intonation 

and volume when 

reading aloud. 

To recognise and 

discuss some 

different forms of 

poetry (e.g. free verse 

or narrative poetry). 

To prepare and 

perform poems and 

play scripts with 

appropriate techniques 

(intonation, tone, 

volume and action) to 

show awareness of the 

audience when reading 

aloud. 

To continually show an 

awareness of audience 

when reading out loud 

using intonation, tone, 

volume and action. 

To confidently perform 

texts (including poems 

learnt by heart) using a 

wide range of devices 

to engage the audience 

and for effect. 



N
o

n
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To know that 

information can be 

relayed in the form of 

print. 

To know that 

information can be 

retrieved from books 

and computers. 

 To recognise that non- 

fiction books are 

often structured in 

different ways. 

To retrieve and record 

information from non- 

fiction texts. 

To use all of the 

organisational devices 

available within a non- 

fiction text to retrieve, 

record and discuss 

information. 

To use dictionaries to 

check the meaning of 

words that they have 

read. 

To use knowledge of 

texts and organisation 

devices to retrieve, 

record and discuss 

information from fiction 

and non-fiction texts. 

To retrieve, record and 

present information 

from non-fiction texts. 

To use non-fiction 

materials for purposeful 

information retrieval 

(e.g. in reading history, 

geography and science 

textbooks) and in 

contexts where pupils 

are genuinely motivated 

to find out information 
(e.g. reading 

information leaflets 

before a gallery or 

museum visit or reading 

a theatre programme or 

review). 

* These are detailed in the word lists within the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix 1). Teachers should refer to these to exemplify 

the words that pupils should be able to read as well as spell. 


